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The Section for Artistic Affairs of the International 
Institute is planning an international catalogue of 
collections of photographs of works of art, and, to that 
end, is undertaking a preliminary survey. 


wis hardly worth while to enlarge on the inm- 
portance of a scheme which, once made real, will greatly 
simplify the task of workers in the artistic field. 


Having learned of your collection of photographs, 
I*'should very much like to see your collection noted in 
the list which the Section will soon publish. 


If this catalogue is to become a working ins- 
trument of scientific value, the facts in it should be as 
precise as possible. I am therefore enclosing a ques- 
tionnaire. I wonder if I might ask you to fill it out 
and return it ? I f the questions asked do not touch 
upon details of interest in your collection, I should be 
very glad if you would note the faét. I should be obliged 
also if you could add the names and addresses of other 
photographic colleétions, private, public, or commercial, 
in your country. 


I have the honovr to be your obedient servant, 
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Chief of the Section fot Artistic 
AFTairs. 
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.t its session of January lest the Intorn:tional 
Comeittee on Intcllectual Cooperation decided to establish 
an International Vuseums! Office. Tho rosoluticn adopted 
was <3 follows: 


In view of the fect that susg3ums constitute 
Tan instrument of srset oducstiecncl value 
"which can oe used to bring the nation; nsarer 
“Mto each other, tho Comwsittse considers it de- 
'sirable thet anu Internetional :cuseums' Office 
should ba opened at the Institute for In- 
Ntellectusl Cooperation...... 


"The end in view would ba to arrange for 
"nuseums to aiford each othor essistance for 
"the purpose, not mercly of increasing their 
"collections, but of enriching their life. 


"In tho meantime, the Artistic Relations Section 
"night study the possibility of: 

"1° the conclusion of an igreement between the 
"various schools of sngraving, 2°.the arrange- 
"ment of exchanse of casts and phoiographs, 
"4°. ths formation of a group of suseums with 2 
"view to concerted action, 4°.the applying of 
"suitable meatho&s, especially the securing of 
"the patronage oi international women's or- 
"genisations, with a view to promoting the de- 
"velopmeyt and incroasing the sphere of in- 
"fluence of museuns,." : 


Our Section has bsan asked to collect the data ne- 
cessary tor carrying out the above programze. You would aid 
us sreatly if you could seo fit to answer the enclosed 
questionnaires and return them to us at your carliest con- 
venience. The information thus given will be filed by 
our © BP ok service and will enable us to respond accurately 
to encuirics sbout your Museum. It will be used also in 
the Intornetional Index of tuseums sand ths Catalowus of 
Collections of Photographs reproducing works of art. We 


m f EP? |< : P 
GAee The Interne tional Instituta would welcome a copy 
of the latest sedition of your Catelogue, or other public 
ations wiich would mace it ,ogsible for us to inform an 


Intornational public of the nature, the resources, and the 
work of the itmseum which you dirset. Ig should be happy 
to send you in exchange any of our own publications which 
might be of interest to you. 


In the second place, the International Institute for 
Intellectual Cooperation wishes to prepare an international 
indsx of collections of photogrephs, reproducing works of 
art, and has set on foot to this ond an enquiry in which~ 
your help would also be of great value. 


We take the liberty of enclosing a questionnaire 
on this subjoet (questionnaire II). We should be giad if 
you could answer it. If any interesting details concerning 
your collection havebsan omitted, woe should be pleased to 
havs you add then; We should also welcome the names and 
addresses of other photographic collections (yublic, private 
or commercial) which you know of in your country. 


With sinesre thanks in anticipation, I beg ta 
romain, 


Yours very truly, 


Dir2zetor of the International Instituts. 


Head of ths Artistic Relations Section. 
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QUESTIONEAERE II- 


1°- Votre musée posséde-t-il une collection de photographies 
{clichés ou épreuves) d'aprés des oeuvres dtart ? 


Does your muséum contain & collection of photographs 
(films or proofs) of works cf art ? 


2°- Nom et adresse exacts de la collection : 
Exact name and address of the collection 


4°- & quelles oeuvres dlart est-elle consacrée ? (spéciali- 
tés, provenance des oeuvres ). 


To what works of art is it devoted ? (special fields, 
sources of the works). 


4°- Nombre approximatif des clichés :(positifs & négatifs) 
Approximate number of films : (positives and negatives) 


5°_ Nombre approximatif des épreuves 
Approximate number of proofs 


6°- Formats - Sizes 


7°- Systéme de classement 
System of classification 


8°~ Existe~t-i1 un cutalo 
gue imprimé ? 4 
cation, auteur et édite es | (année de la publi- 


Is there a printed catalogue ? : : 
author and publisher ) “= © ? (Date of publication, 


9°~ Heures d’entree : Hours ef admittance - 


11°- 


Prix des épreuves mises en vente: 
Price er proofs for sale 


Nom et adresse de la vou des nersonnes qui 
détiennent les droits de reproduction: 

Wame and address of the people who have the right 
of reproduction, 


May Ist, 1926 


Institut International de Gooperation Intellectuelle 
2 Rue de Montpensier (Palais Royal) 
Paris, (1), France 

Geuthecmmne 

Responding to your Questionnaire, 
although our collection ia not of actual 
photographs, the reproductions are photo- 
graphic in nature and come properly within 
the scope of your enquiry. If there is 
not sufficient information, I should be glad 
to pet cis tank you further on specific points. 


Very truly yours, 


Ence Librarian & Secretary 


SOCIETE DES NATIONS Cc LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


INSTITUT INTERNATIONAL . INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE 
DE COOPERATION INTELLECTUELLE OF INTELLECTUAL COOPERATION 


. Téléphone ; LOUVRE ae 


il 4 
cid denies Adresse Télégraphique ; INTELLECTI-PARIS 
adressée au Directeur. 
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“May I thank you, on behalf ef the Institute, for 
the sympathetic reception whieh you &ave our icttor 
proposing the creation of an International lmscunts 
_ Office, and also for the answers which you sent in 
response to our questionnaire. Your support will conti 
~bute greatly to the realization of a practical work- 


ing agreement for cooperation among public scellections 
in all countries. 


The question which we undertook first to study 
was that of exchanges. After careful consultation, 
‘it appeared that though the exchange of original works 
of art was not impracticable, 1t would be wiser to 
walt a little before taking steps towards its realiza~ 
tion. The case is not the same fer reproductions of 
works of art, especially casts made from sculpture, 
public monuments, or details of architecture. Indeed, 
the history of the last fifty years yields many ene 
oouraging precedents. The convention of 1867, and the 
Brussels Conference of 1885, have led to an activity 
in the field of exchanges which, to asswie a more 
systematic and practical form, lackod nothing but an 
international agreement for the organisation of an ex- 
— es eeeee'Ghange office. This office, a plan for which was out- 
lincd some time ago by M. Henri Rousseau, curator of the 
fusée du Cinquantenaire at Brussels, would regulate 
transactions batweon museums, and publish liste of the 
casts belonging to studios connected with the different 
museums, together with their prices. 


We propese to create such an office, and our first 
Step will be to publish, with as little Gelay as possible 
a list of casts to be exchanged, er other possible trans- 
actions. To this end, we should like very much to have 
information on the following points; 


L. Would you consider it profitable and practicable 
to take part in an international organisation for the 
exchange of works of art, and, more particularly, of 
castsT 


2. Doos the studio connected with your museum sell 
its casts? 


3S. Could you furnish us with a list of these casts? 
(Dimensions, nature, and price). 


4. Would you permit the information which you give 
to be published? And, if se, wholly or in part? 


May I express again our thanks for your courtesy. 


Yours fgithfully, 


J/ 
Vi Ger Cirehoater— 


' Director. 


‘Director, Institut tatéeeueene - 
de cooperation Goveliectunle F 
2 Rue de Montpensier — 
Paris, i, France 


Dear Sir: ; .. aS 


Responding to yeur eirecitay, 
we have no casts from sculpture for cele: 
have we any studic for making auch cas 
These are only cocasionally called for 1 ith 
coins and medals, and, in Seems ae your bets 
is hardiy intended for a Museum so peers as 


Very er yours, 


original back tab of wie) 


